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Assembly R/1
Adelaide Cup
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Staff Learning Professional Day
STUDENT FREE DAY
Year 4/5 Robe Camp (3 days)
Naplan (3 days)
Playgroup
Penola-Coonawarra Acoustic
Music Festival: Year 6
Occasional Care
St Joseph Feast Day Mass
(9:15am)
School Board Meeting (7:00pm)
Harmony Day
SAPSASA District Athletics Day
(Millicent)
Playgroup
Ride/Walk2 School Day
Assembly 2/3
Occasional Care
TWC Family Gathering (6:00pm)
Annunciation of the Lord
Holy Thursday
Project Compassion Ends
GOOD FRIDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

EASTER MONDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
SAPSASA District Golf Day
(Penola)

Class News
Year 2/3

The year 2/3 students have been exploring addition and
subtraction during our maths lessons! We've been
exploring different ways to approach problems, and one
method that has captured our interest is using number
lines. We've been enthusiastically crafting our own number
lines and mastering the art of labelling them accurately. It's
been an adventure learning how to partition those tricky 2
or 3-digit numbers, systematically breaking them down on
our number lines to solve equations.

With each number line we create, we're gaining a deeper
understanding of how numbers interact in addition and
subtraction.

- April -

https://www.mmms.catholic.edu.au/


from the principal
Dear Families and Friends of Mary MacKillop
Memorial School,

As a school we are unpacking the Josephite
values, beginning with LOVE!

Love encompasses compassion, kindness
and care. It is a value that resonates with the
way in which we are in relationship with
each other. I am continuously amazed and
proud of our students and their genuine love
for each other and our school. While
unpacking this value further in the
classroom students identified how they
could see, hear and feel love at Mary
MacKillop Memorial School. Have a look on
our photo gallery page for some of their
responses!

School Board Community BBQ
Last Friday we were invited by our School
Board to a BBQ at school. It was a fantastic
time for families to get together and we had
a great turn out for this event! Thanks to all
of the families who attended and especially
to our School Board for hosting this event. It
certainly was a wonderful occasion to be
together and get to know one another better.
And the kids had a great time playing at
school after school hours.

Learning Conversations
Thank you to all of the families that attended
the Learning Conversations this past week.
These conversations are a crucial part of the
learning process here at Mary MacKillop
Memorial School as they help to foster the
relationships between teacher, parent and
student. The Learning Conversations are a
wonderful opportunity for students to share
their co-constructed learning goals for the
semester with their parents and to discuss
their child’s progress thus far. I would like to
thank our teaching staff for their
preparations for these important
conversations.
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Student Led Goal Setting
As mentioned above Mary MacKillop Memorial School
has a focus on student led goal setting. Over the past
several weeks teachers have been working with
students to help them plan and set individual learning
goals for the semester ahead. Each child was given
time to work with their teacher, look at their current
learning, and from this, set a goal that they would like to
see themselves achieve. I encourage you to talk with
your child about their goals and ask them how you can
help them be successful.

Clean Up Australia Day
Last Friday our school participated in Clean Up
Australia Day. Our students cleaned up rubbish from
our school yard (not much at all – hooray!) and the
surrounding streets. We were able to make our
neighbourhood squeaky clean! Initiatives like this are a
fantastic opportunity to share the importance of correct
waste management and landcare with our children.

Wellbeing as an Imperative
Recently all students undertook Catholic Education
South Australia Classroom Pulse Check In. Every term
every child undertakes this survey. It asks students
questions about wellbeing, feeling supported, feeling
like they belong and having agency of their learning.
This data is then compared to the previous terms data
and analysed by staff. It is important that as a school
we continue to grow and develop and be accountable
for providing a learning environment that makes all
children feel safe, supported and feel like they are
thriving. If not, why not? From the data we are able to
highlight those students that require intentional growth
action plan to improve outcomes for them. It is an
important part of our accountability as educators.

As we move into the long weekend, with the extra pupil
free/staff professional learning day on Tuesday, I wish
all a safe and restful family time together.
God bless,

Nicole



Why 40 Days of Lent?
One of the questions that children often ask during
Lent is why does it go for 40 days? This is a great
question. One I'd wager many adults struggle to
answer. Firstly, I would like to point out (those paying
close attention might have already worked this out)
that there are actually 46 days in the season of Lent.
This is because Sundays are not counted within the
strict Lenten observances.

Still, why 40? The answer to this is twofold. Firstly, it
recalls the time that Jesus spent in the desert prior
to beginning his public ministry. During this time
Jesus fasted, prayed, and was tempted by the devil.
During our Lent preparation we emulate Jesus's time
in the desert in our own fasting and prayer. The
number 40 is also a regular occurrence in the Bible.
Moses and the Israelites wandered the desert for 40
years, the flood from Noah's ark lasted for 40 days.
These too were times of preparation.

Catholic Identity

Lenten Prayer Resource
I encourage you to once again use the Family Prayer
resource provided by the Catholic Archdiocese of
Adelaide.

Copy the link below for a child friendly video you
might like to watch about Jesus’s time in the desert.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc-x4qKY6Wc

Project Compassion
Please keep those donations coming in to support
those in need!

Scan the QR code below to donate through our
Mary MacKillop Memorial School Page.

Please donate to Project Compassion.

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face
their challenges today and build a better tomorrow
for all future generations.

You can donate through Project Compassion
donation boxes, online by visiting
caritas.org.au/project-compassion
or by calling 1800 024 413.

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion


Text Absentee Number
When texting the Absentee Line to explain your child's
absence from school please make sure you put both

their name and reason so it can be recorded properly. 
0459 799 596

Birthdays
We wish a Happy Birthday to Belle, who will be

celebrating in week 8 on the 19th of March.

Mary MacKillop
P E N O L A

House Points
Cameron

Liturgies and Masses
TERM 1: Everyone is welcome!

WEEK 8 Tuesday 19th March
Whole School Feast of St Joseph Mass at 9:15am

WEEK 9 Monday 25th March
Whole School Mass for the Annunciation of the Lord
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Absentees
A reminder that if your child is absent from school,
for any reason, it is important that this is
communicated with the school. The Catholic
Education system has advised all schools to follow
up on unresolved absences with families. Your
support and communication in this matter is greatly
appreciated. 
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Woods MacKillop
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Flourishing Awards
Last week we congratulated 10 students who
received Flourishing Awards at Assembly. We
congratulated Ted, Elsie, Angus, Paige, Henry, Josh,
Henna, Juliet, Micheal and Grace.

Professional Learning Day
A friendly reminder that on March 12th we will be
having a Student Free Day to engage in
Mathematics professional learning. Numeracy is a
priority for review at Mary MacKillop Memorial
School in 2024.

2024 Mid - Year Reception
Enrolments - FEE FREE

Mid year enrolments are now open for all children
who turn 5 on or before the 31st October. The fees
for mid-year Reception enrolments will be free for
the two terms of schooling. If you have a child who
is able to begin Reception in in Term 3 2024, please
complete an enrolment form and return it to the
front office. If you know of any families who are  
thinking about enrolling their child at Mary
MacKillop Memorial School for Term 3 2024,
please let them know about our mid-year fee free
enrolment intake or alternatively, they can contact
the school on 87372902 at any time. We welcome
all new families!
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Counsellor’s Corner

HOW TO INCREASE INDEPENDENCE AND
RESPONSIBILTY IN YOUR CHILD

As parents, our main aim is to help our children
grow and learn independence and responsibility
early on. We can do this by giving them simple
tools and guidance during their primary school
years. Here are some tips to help them become
more independent and responsible:

Encourage Decision Making: Offer choices within
limits, allowing your child to make decisions and
learn from the outcomes.

Foster Self-Help Skills: Teach simple tasks such as
dressing, cleaning, and making easy meals, then
add more difficulty as they mature.

Assign Age-Appropriate Chores: Engage your child
in household tasks to promote a sense of
contribution and accountability.

Establish Routines: Create consistent daily routines
to promote independence in managing time and
tasks.

Praise Efforts: Acknowledge and celebrate your
child's efforts and achievements, reinforcing their
sense of capability and responsibility.

By implementing these strategies, we equip our
children with the tools they need to navigate the
world with confidence, independence, and a strong
sense of responsibility.

Joey's Jumpstart Program
We are incredibly proud of our Joey's Jumpstart
Program that assists students to move seamlessly
into the school environment, while still respecting
the importance of completing their Kindy journey.
The Joey's Jumpstart Program will begin at the
beginning of Term 2 for 7 weeks. We have available
the Joey's Jumpstart Program flyer that you are
able to access through the school on our school
website.

Yelp
Last Wednesday March 6th, 4 of our Environmental
Leaders Juliet, Max, Lilly and Lillith, accompanied
by Mrs Coote, attended the first YELP forum for
2024, at the Naracoorte Caves. The program has
been implemented to involve students in
developing their connection to the natural
environment and to grow as leaders. Throughout
the year, our team including Camilla, Tess and
Charlie, will use their critical and creative skills to
create a project that they will present at the final
YELP Forum day in term 4. We are looking forward
to following their journey through the year.
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Year 3 Year 5

Writing
Wednesday

13/3 9:00am
Monday 18/3

11:30am

Reading
Thursday

14/3 9:30am
Tuesday 19/3

11:30am

Conversations
of Language

Friday 15/3
11:30am

Wednesday
20/3 9:00am

Numeracy
Monday 18/3

9:00am
Wednesday

20/3 11:30am
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If you have any questions or wish to discuss
NAPLAN further please contact Sam Baxter at
sbaxter@mmms.catholic.edu.au

NAPLAN ONLINE
Over weeks 7 and 8 our Year 3 and 5 students will
begin their NAPLAN testing for 2024.

NAPLAN is an annual assessment for all students
in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The tests cover skills in
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and
punctuation, and numeracy. The assessments are
undertaken every year. The information that we get
from NAPLAN, along with other assessments,
helps us to tailor our teaching and learning
programs to individuals and cohorts of students.

Our students have been familiarising themselves
with the testing format over the past several
weeks. Should you wish to have a look at the
platform, or even try some of the testing at home,
you can visit the NAPLAN demonstration site
linked below.

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-
demonstration-site

Please see the schedule for our testing. Should
your child be absent on any given test day, they will
be provided with the opportunity of a catch up
session throughout weeks 7 and 8. If you have a
planned absence or your child is unwell on a
testing, please contact your child’s teacher so we
can make the necessary arrangements.

SPORT
SAPSASA Swimming

Congratulations to Tait, Cam, Juliet, Chloe, Lilly,
Tess and Oscar for being selected in the Mid
South East SAPSASA Swim Team. Their
dedication, hard work and passion for this sport
is commendable. We have no doubt they will
thrive at the State Swimming Carnival in Adelaide
in week 10.
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Movie Night
Scrapper

Friday 15th March, 2024
Come join for their first official fundraiser to
support the Penola Entrant for 'Swinging With The
Stars' 2024 - Cory O'Conner.

Greenbottles Hockey Club
The Naracoorte Greenbottles Hockey Club is
hosting a free come and try session for all new
and existing players aged from 5 to 13 years. 
 
When: Friday 1st March 2024
Time: 4:30 to 6pm
Where: Naracoorte District Hockey Assocation
Fields
2 Playford Drive West, Naracoorte
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Playgroup

The MMMS Playgroup now has their own
Facebook Page and Group, run by our Playgroup
coordinator Ebonie Moulton. Included in the
Facebook Page is a link for expressions of
interest. Check out the link below.

https://forms.office.com/r/YfWqHpaNA6

Playgroup will be held every Friday from 9:30am -
11:00am with a gold coin donation on arrival.
Every week is a different theme, and all family
and friends of the community are welcome.

Occasional Care
Occasional Care 2024
To book please follow the link:
https://forms.office.com/r/GBzjFsZsbi 
Come along to Occasional Care each Monday.
ALL families from the Penola and wider community
are welcome to attend.
This year the Occasional Care program will be
coordinated by qualified educator Leah Kuiper.

The Occasional Care Program is guided by the
Belonging, Being and Becoming: The Early Years
Framework for Australia (EYLF). Each child's
current knowledge, strengths, ideas and interests
are foundational to our program. Educators actively
engage with children in their play and facilitate and
extend their learning and development. Flexible
learning environments are designed as an invitation
for learning, and our responsive routine enables
children to make choices and decisions in their
learning. Open ended experiences, child-initiated
learning will be used to foster children's thinking
and curiosity.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FGBzjFsZsbi&data=05%7C02%7Cagillings%40mmms.catholic.edu.au%7C16d1fc28667d40bcd2ad08dc220a4310%7C6ad2ec7aae3e452d90973f8f44c91ee0%7C0%7C0%7C638422674667204198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SUvT1v6EW5CQaQbLOaiI%2BvU8wKJRPdSjd59dCUhe1%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
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The Value of Love at Mary MacKillop
Memorial School
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