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Pope Francis offered the following beautiful reflection in his inaugural homily...

"The creator says to each of us :'Before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you' (Jer
1:5). We were conceived in the heart of
God, and for this reason' each of us is a
thought of God. Each of us is willed, each
of us is loved, each of us is necessary.'
(Pope Francis, 2013)



Why teach human sexuality?

‘It is not easy to approach the issue of sex education in an age when 
sexuality tends to be trivialised and impoverished. It can only be seen 
within the broader framework of an education for love, for mutual self-
giving.’

Amoris Laetitia. 280

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) , 2016.



Australian 
Context…



Catholics take into consideration…
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Catholic Church’s Foundational Beliefs

• All human beings :

• uniquely reflect their divine origin and inherent goodness 

• and so  have inalienable dignity and worth that calls for 
respect and honor.

• is seen as more than just one aspect of their physical 
identity.

• personal identity is shaped by the relationships formed 
within communities where each person’s dignity and 
worth is affirmed to develop a sense of belonging, 
wellbeing and security.



Catholic Church’s Foundational Beliefs

• Humans are moral beings called to love one 
another and love God.

• Humans are:

• drawn to the good

• interpersonal

• gifted with freedom ...but because of freedom we 
can be tempted ...

• tempted by sin – doing wrong...but we are always 
...

• blessed by grace



Sexual Beings 

• From conception human beings are sexual beings. 

• Sexuality is an innate human drive and dimension which permeates 
and influences every human act, thought and feeling.  It is through 
our sexuality that we encounter, engage with and love others.

• Sexuality is a fundamental dimension of the human person, it is part 
of the physical, moral, psychological and spiritual realities of life.



New MITIOG Human Sexuality (draft) Curriculum from 2021 –





MITIOG – Human Sexuality Curriculum.



Protocols for teaching MITIOG in CESA 

• Families are the first educators of their 
child’s sexuality

• Parents and Caregivers are informed well 
before commencing program

• Families may request to have children 
withdrawn – ensure that content is 
restricted to set lesson times only

• Content taught from year level of students 
not above



Safe Classrooms

- The teacher will interrupt if needed
- The teacher has a duty of care to 

report any unsafe disclosures
- No put downs
- It’s okay to pass
- Questions are welcome 

Possible agreements or understandings:

- Use correct terms
- Speak in the third person
- Speak for yourself 
- Respect personal boundaries
- We will be sensitive to diversity
- No personal questions or stories
- It’s okay to have fun 





• ‘Sex education should provide information while keeping in mind that 
children and young people have not yet attained full maturity.  The 
information has to come at a proper time and in a way suited to their 
age. It is not helpful to overwhelm them with data without also 
helping them to develop a critical sense in dealing with the onslaught 
of new ideas and suggestions, the flood of pornography and the 
overload of stimuli that can deform sexuality.’

Amoris Laetitia #281


